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■ £ o ft E T/ HARVAN D0U3LE PLUS 

LITERALLY EYES ONLY FOR THE PRESIDENT FROM HALT ROSTOV 

OCTOBER 19, 1968 

* <£> 

THP FnitOWING IS HOW BUNKER PROPOSES TO TAKE THIEU IN HAND, 

IN THE NEXT FOLLOWING CABLE, IN WHICH BERGER AND KY TALK, cP; 

THIEU’S MAJOR PROBLEM IS CLEAR.. 

SAIGON 4 2733 

SUBJECT* THIEU’S ADDRESS TO iHE NATION 

t T UAV»r ii *ct »ttaD A SUMMARY OF THIEU’S REMARKS AND THE . 

Tp a^’SLATI 0* 1 OF TH r KEY PASSAGES# TPs. PnEoI l.’c_i.T 5 uz. CI w J- v ; t ' J T * w 
THE 'SPEECH" WAS TAKE?: WITHOUT COKSM.TATIO}: OR ADVANCE WU^ .O 
wr npD&ocK-.TLY HE DECIDED TO GO ^iFORn lH- TlxcAI-I 3*< 

WVH* ^TU**EDFROM VUNG TAU THIS AFTERNOON* I TRIED TO GEi 

5'oiwim ssa afternoon, but at ?k he ms ; « 

AT THE STUDIO, APPARENTLY HAVING THE SPEECH TAPaD FOR EVr.NI,-u 
BROADCAST. 

2. TOMORROW H0HNIH8 AT 13 m I SHALL SEE THIEU AND INTEND TO 
**« W 5“ 0 ^ s [f S WThe" l??T« « HAS^MADE* ARE 

C&YTO WHAI°I CONSIDER TO DE CLEAR UNDERSTAND!NGS^TKA^WE^^ 

HAD WITH HIM, AND I AH SURPRISED THAi ^ ^ 

POSITIONS WITHOUT GIVING HIS CHInF ALLY ANY FuR-KwOWLwo j- r.. 

HE WAS INTENDING TO DO SO. 

_ __ .■ . T . v r-i;r f-> t- npofic T T T 0 '4 /' N AN ’’UNCQNDI iIONAL 

t yTTH PE3PECT TO i 5 STATr.ne.NT 0.- Ur- ub i i l J.-*/ " 

EOWBI™ CESSATION, V WILL POINT OUT THAT ™IS MOU «Hc» 

t.f *1 r* -JTTH ON OCTOGFH 1 %.*• •'Jjt*-;* ** <— FivPL-^iX 

OTAT H^PROPMED TO SAY AMD HOW WE PROPOSED TO HANDLE II AND 
RECEIVED HIS AGREEMENT. I WILL REMIND HIM TjAT I KJ.E IT 
VERY CLEAR THAT THET“ COULD BE NO MENTION OF RF rKQC.T « D O, 
r ' r 5NDTTTONS AMD THAT -HE STATEMENT iHAT V. t ?ROPC>...-u TO N-w jAb 
PHRASED ACCORDING LY, EVEN THOUGH IN ACTUAL fACT i r.E Cr_3=- 
WOULD NOT BE UNCONDITIONAL. „ 

^ yTTH RFSP r CT TO THE OUR SIUE/YCUR SIDE FORMULA AND Hl.i> nEMARr..D 
ABOUT NOT Hr*TiNG WITH THE ML.-, I INTr.Ni.- lO ^'v p L«I:* 1- . 

ONO^ 1 AGAIN THAT TH r FORMULA IS PURPOSELY VAGUE Ar,D LI^RA 

?0 =ET AROUND THE ORjictlONS WHICH HE SEKS M HAVE IM - 

RFCOGNITIO-I. OUR SIDS CAM SE CP.; V.I IF. °- ' '- 
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LED3EKENT ON OUR PART OF WHAT THEY SAY AND HOW THEY ARE 
ORGANIZED* I SHALL THEN GO INTO SOMb DETAIL ALON- TliE 

FOLLOWING LIMES: 

A. THE OUR SIDE/YOUR SIDE FORMULA, TO WHICH HE HAS AGREED, 

OBVIOUSLY INVOLVES MEETING WITH THE NLr. T 

HIM THAT TH 7 QUESTION OF RECOGNITION IS NOT INVOLVED, c.ITH_fi 

ONOUR SIDE~OR ON THEIRS. 

t 

S. THE AGREED FORMULA IS THE ONLY WAY IN- WHICH WE ARE ABLi. 

TO GET TALKS UNDER WAY, AND THE ONLY WAY TO MOV^ TO RD 

SETTLEMENT IS FOR THOSE WHO ARE FIGHTING TO TALK TO-,. ETHi-S* 

\ 

C. 1^* THERE IS A 50X3ING HALT AND AGREEMENT ON A MEETING, 

AND IF THE SVN DOES NOT SHOW UP., THIS WOULD G3VIujSLi CAuS_ A 
VERY SEVERE STRAIN IN OUR RELATIONS. 

D. THEIR PRESENCE AT THE TALKS IS SOMETHING WE HAVE INSISTED 

ON FRO M 'T 1f ” V r RY BEGINNING. WE HAVE FOUGHT TH-IR uATiL- ^ * ! * 

d1is T iS amomficant viciohy. it «£»«»]»“! ‘ 2 , 

RECEDE FROS A POSITION WHICH THEY HAVE l AKEN ^.U^ChL-. A... 
PUBLICLY. r 

E. THEIR REFUSAL TO ENGAGE IN TALKS AT WHICH THE NLF lb 

PRESENT WOULD NOT BE UNDERSTOOD IN THE US AMD A-—.0.-»D M: *' ’ 

BE VERY DAMAGING TO THE STANDING OF iHE GUN. 

F. T F THE GVN SULKS AND REFUSES TO GO TO THE TALKS , IT ^ULD 
INDICATE A LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN THEIR OWN PudTIv w *HICH 
EE VERY UNFORTUNATE. 

G FINALLY. THE VAST MAJORITY OF. HIS COUNTRY WANTS PEACE. 

HE SHOULD THINK OF THE SIMPLE PEOPLE WHO WANT P^wf.^0 • lL 

NOT UNDERSTAND HIS REPRISAL P n ‘^^T. He oHoLLj NoT 

HIMSELF BE OVERLY INFLUENCED BY POLITICIAN* *hO ^0 i_OT H*W_ 

THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT HE CARRIES AS- PREsIDuiT OF T,.*. -NTI - 

•NATION. 

« T SHAIL o^MIND THIEU THAT WE HAVE MADE EVERY EFFORT TO 
n ISCU c S r ACH*"6r THESE CRUCIAL QUESTION'S WITH HIM. JJE^IS T.-Jt 
H'AD OF A SOV-REIGN COUNTRY WHICH MAKES ITS OWN SCV^Ijw 
DECISIONS, BUT HE CANNOT MAKE DECISIONS FOR US AND Ht. MU,T 
P r COGNIZ r T W AT FACT. WE WILL NOW HAVE TO -XAMINi W. Ai =• 

DO IN THE LIGHT OF THE STATEMENTS THAT HE HAS MADE. 

A. I WILL REMIND HIM.THAT I TOLD HIM LAST SUNDAY THAT IF ^ ^ 
.HE WAS HAVING ANY DIFFICULTIES VI iH HIS » £-ITI~«L L-^ |_ 

READY TO TALK WITH THEN.-, AND Ht^HAD bAI^ H~ E^cr, r"- LBJ 

ASSISTANCZ f THAT HE COULD HANDLE THE ■ f'! A 1 *e.H hi..- 
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7 r ALSO PL AH TO TELL THIEU THAT NOW THAT HE HAS REVEALED^ 
H^S DIFFERENCE WITH US IN PUBLIC, HANOI KAY .BE CUICX iO 
THIS* AND TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT* HANOI MAY *'c.LL CO He. To 
US IMMEDIATELY WITH A FIRM DATE FOR A MEETING, AND SINCE 
TH~y HAVE* ACCEPTED THE THREE POSITIONS WE HAD PUT Tu THr.K, 
WE SHALL CLEARLY HAVE TO END THE 3OMEl MG AND AG tv it TO MEET* 


SAIGON 42732 

\ 

SU3JECT: BERGER CONVERSATION WITH VICE PRESIDENT KY. 

1. ON MY INSTRUCTION’S, BERGER SAW VICE PRESIDENT KY LATE 
YESTERDAY- FOR A MEETING WHICH LASTED AH HOUR AND A S-JARTc.R. 

? B^RG r ? BRIEFLY WENT OVER GROUND OF LATEST DEVELOPMEMlS 
1„ PARIS ANO HERE STARTING WITH THE PRIVATE MEETING IN SHICH 
THE FIRST SERIOUS EXHCAN3E TOOK PLACE* IN ORDER TO Sr. CERTAIN 
KY*"UNDERSTOOD THE FACTS, ISSUES, AND WHERE MATTERS STAND* 


BFRGE 77 THEN REFERRED TO THE ATTEMPTS HERE TO REOPEN 
THE DISCUSSION OF NLF PARTICIPATION WHICH WE THOUGHT HAD SEEM 
SETTLED IN OUR JOINT NEGOTIATIONS MEETING ON i ‘.\t BASIo Or 
CUR 45 IDE/YOUR SIDE. FORMULA* BERGER GUO TED THE VICE P^ESIOr.i'T 
0 «N pr^ARvs AT THE SIXTH JOINT MEETING THAT THE GVN OPPOSED 
Tt'.-r nlf PapticIPATION IN PRINCIPLE, BUT AS REALISTS THEY HAD 
TO RECOGNIZE THAT THS NLF WOULD ATTEND THE MEETINGS. 

4 THE VICE PRESIDENT ATTEMPTED TO ARGUE THAT IT WOULD 3~ 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THEM TO ATTEND THE MEETING IF THE NLF APPEARED 
WITH FLAGS OR OTHERWISE SEEMED TO INDICATr. iHr-Y A 

FLEDGED OF THE NEGOTIATIONS.- BERGER SAID WE U-Rs. 

n-rpLY CONSCIOUS OF -THE TACTICS THAT HANOI AUD/ T KE NLF MIGHT US 
to !»K ITS STAi. . THERE PERI 'JAYS Of wd.iM SOfE OF 
THESE. FOR EXAMPLE WE DID MO T HAUL TO AGREE TO HAVt. FLAGS, 

?vAH£ PLATES, .AND 50 OH* T?HE3EL NATTERS; COULD..BE- TAKEN CARE 
OF BY OUR "DELEGATES IN PARIS. 

5. ON TW KEY QUE< ON OF RECOGNITION OF .THE ( / OR THE NLF 
AS GOVERNMENTS, OR INDEED OF RECOGNITION AT ALL, THIS WASJiCT 
INVOLVED*' ONE DEALS WITH GOVERNMENTS AND WITH GROUPS THAi 
ONE DOES NOT RECCG NIZE.' 


T 

V J # 

T 


o 


■ KY THEN RAISED THE QUESTION OF THE "OTHER CONDITIONS", 

ASKING WHAT «E WOULD- DO IF THE DXZ WERE VIOLATED AFTER BOMBING 
STOPPED, OR THE CITIES ATTACKED. BERGER SAID OUR POSITION 
WAS ' ? ERY CLEAR: THE NEGOTIATIONS COULD HOT G 0 ON IF T.HIS 
SHOULD HAPPEN. WE ARE NOT MAKING THESE CONDITIONS 3 UT COPY LBJ LIBRAR 
UAfcQI WAS INFORMED AND UNDERSTANDS WHAT OUR POSITION WILL -3i. 
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7. KY SAID HE THOUGHT THIS WOULD MOT BE SATISFACTORY TO MANY 
OF THE CRITICS* BERGER SAID, "IF IT IS SATISFACTORY TO YOU, 

MR. VICE PRESIDENT, AND TO PRESIDENT THIEL’, IT WILL BE 
SATISFACTORY TO EVERYONE ELSE. ARE YOU SATISFIED? IF YOU 

AND THE PRESIDENT ARE UNITED, THAT IS ALL THAT HATTERS HERE. 

« * « 

8. KY THEN SAID THAT IS THE TROUBLE, "WE ARE NOT UNITED", 

AND WENT OFF INTO A DISCOURSE ABOUT THI£U*S UNWILLING NESS 
TO COOPERATE WITH HIM- ,. - 

9. ' BERGER LED THE-VICE PRESIDENT SACK TO THE MAIN SUBJECT, 

AS TO WHETHER KY WAS GOING TO SEE IHIEU IN SUPPORT OF WHAT 

WE PROPOSED* THE VICE PRESIDENT SAID HE WAS GOING TO SEE’ IHIEU, 
BUT THAT HE COULD MOT PROMISE US THAT HE WOULD SUPPORT CUR 
POSITION, 


13. EERGER SAID HE REGRETTED THIS VERY MUCH, AND ASKED IF THIS 
IS WHAT KY WISHED HI?! TO REPORT BACK TO AM3 BUNKER* KY THEN 
SAID, "MO, BUT YOU CAN SAY THAT I WILL TALK TO THIEU AMD I 
WILL SEE IF WE CAN CONE TO AN UNDERSTANDING, BUT I DO NOT 
PROMISE THAT WE CAN." . 
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VIETNAM, 


TO THE NLF WHICH WOULD 3E IMPOSSIBLE TO 03TAIN. 
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